FORUM ! FORUM
slovanskih : of Slavic
kultur ! Cultures
fsk.si

ANNUAL REPORT 2025

Ljubljana, 12 February 2026



Table of Contents

T INTrOAUCTONY AAIESS...u et sssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssssans 3
2 About the FOrum of SIaVic CUITUIES. ... ereeneeerenenenessensenessessessessessessessesses 6
3 Meetings of the FSK Governing BOAIES ... cnineeeeenisteeeecesssesessessssesesssens 8
4 ProgrammeE ACTIVITIES . cccsrieeeststsssessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses 10
LY 1L T074 £ 1 AT o2 10
2 Literature and PUDBIISNING ... eerecerecennececrenecneseeesnessesesssssessesssssssesssssssenns 12
3 SIAVIC HEMTAQE ..ueceeececeeececnenneececnnsaesessessssasssssssssssssssssssssssssssssasssssssnsssssssnsnssasns 18
5 InternatioNal COOPEIAtION ...ttt seseses e sesesesssssesesssssesesesesasasnns 23
6 COMMUNICALION ACLIVITIES ..eeeeeiceceiiereeieitstseaseseessesstsseessesasessessassssssstassssssenns 29



1 Introductory Address

Dear Partners, Colleagues, and Friends,

| am pleased to present the Annual Report of the Forum of Slavic Cultures for 2025.
The year was marked by several international events that attracted new audiences to
our activities, with a particularly important role played by our participation in the
programme of the European Capital of Culture GO! 2025 Nova Gorica/Gorizia.

The year 2025 saw the continuation of two of our longest-standing projects: 100 Slavic
Novels and the ZIVA Award. These projects are not merely markers of time for us, but
a testament to the strength of long-term cooperation. In just over two decades, we
have built a vibrant network of collaboration that would not exist without the joint efforts
of our partners — ministries, cultural and educational institutions, experts, researchers,
artists, writers, and translators. Your support is the driving force behind our success,
and your dedication to preserving and promoting Slavic cultures inspires us at every
step.

The ZIVA Award was presented for the eleventh consecutive time and remains a
central pillar of our commitment to fostering excellence in the museum sector. This
year, for the first time since its inception, the award ceremony took place in Bosnia
and Herzegovina, in the city of Trebinje. The ceremony was accompanied by the
conference Echoes of Heritage and the Future of Museums, a four-day professional
gathering that brought together nearly 150 participants from 18 countries. The award
ceremony was a vibrant celebration of innovation, creativity, and sustainability,
highlighting the outstanding work of museums across the Slavic world and beyond.
This edition also introduced a new award, “Best in Preserving Slavic Heritage
Worldwide”, aimed at recognizing institutions outside Slavic countries that preserve
and promote Slavic cultural identities among diasporas, emigrant communities, and
cross-border regions around the world.

Dear award winners, nominees, and members of the jury, thank you sincerely for your
dedication and passion. Through your work, you remind us that museums are not only
guardians of the past, but also pioneers of the future.

The year 2025 was also significant for the 100 Slavic Novels collection. We
successfully implemented the annual programme and followed the strategic goals of
the institution in this field. Two new translations were published in Slovenia, and
throughout the year we organised numerous literary events that connected Slavic
authors, translators, and publishers, further strengthening cultural exchange. Our
participation at the Prague Book Fair, where we hosted a discussion with writer
Suzana Tratnik and held a series of working meetings within the framework of the
Central and Eastern European Book Market (CEEBM), further expanded the reach of
Slavic literature. These events attracted an impressive number of visitors and
highlighted the richness of our literary traditions. For the seventh consecutive year, we
also co-organised the Slavic Garden programme at the book fair in Pula.

With the support of the Slovenian Book Agency, we organised the Fourth Festival of
Slavic Literature, hosting events in Ljubljana, Maribor, and Nova Gorica. In
cooperation with various partners, we prepared several literary events at Villa Zlatica



and actively participated in the cultural and tourism association Women Writers’
Route.

In 2025, we continued activities related to the Women Writers’ Route, a certified
Cultural Route of the Council of Europe initiated at our proposal. The route strengthens
the visibility of women authors in the Slavic world and promotes literary dialogue and
cooperation. For our activities and the cooperation between the Forum of Slavic
Cultures and the International Women Writers’ Association, we received a special
recognition at the annual forum of the Institute of Cultural Routes of the Council of
Europe.

To the writers, translators, and publishers who have co-created this story — thank you
for your creativity and dedication. Your words have brought our stories to life and
connected us beyond borders.

The book At the Table with the Slavs by Dr Janez Bogataj, published by the Forum of
Slavic Cultures in 2016, received the special award “The Best of the Best 1995-2025"
at the World Food Festival in Riyadh, organised by the Gourmand International
Network. The International Gourmand Award was founded by Edouardo Cointreau in
1995, and already in its first year, publications from 205 countries participated. The
Gourmand Awards remain the only international competition dedicated to food culture
content, recognizing the best printed and digital books, as well as food-related
television and social media. We are especially proud that our book has been selected
among the world’s best over the award’s thirty-year history.

Villa Zlatica, the seat of our institution in Ljubljana, has firmly established itself as a
true centre of cultural dialogue. In 2025, the villa welcomed 983 visitors. It became a
venue for diverse cultural activities — from guided tours and exhibitions to an
outstanding theatre production. The latter being Miroslav Krleza’s drama In Agony,
which captivated 406 spectators in the past year alone. The final performance took
place on 21 December. From early 2023 to December 2025, the production was seen
by a total of 1,510 visitors — an exceptional achievement, given that only 20 spectators
could attend each performance. Altogether, Sasa Tabakovi¢, Polona Juh, Boris Mihajl
and Tara Straus performed the play 75 times. We sincerely thank everyone for their
exceptional collaboration and for contributing to the enthusiastic response the
performance sparked among visitors and the wider audience.

Special thanks go to our guides, collaborators, and guests — your enthusiasm and
support have transformed Villa Zlatica into a welcoming home of Slavic culture, where
history, art, and dialogue intertwine.

In 2025, FSK continued implementing the Ljubkina pot project. It prepared and
coordinated the key content-related, operational, and promotional activities, organized
into work packages: route design, cultural-educational events, and international
professional collaboration. The project was successfully completed through productive
cooperation with the Lojze Bratuz Cultural Center and close content-related
collaboration with the University of Nova Gorica.

Of course, our participation in the GO!25 — European Capital of Culture program was

also a valuable experience. We sincerely thank everyone who contributed to our
project.
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As we look to the future, we feel deep gratitude for the partnerships that have brought
us this far and optimism for the path ahead. The Forum of Slavic Cultures remains
committed to fostering cultural dialogue, preserving heritage, and supporting
innovation. We will continue to build bridges, celebrate diversity, and contribute to a
more inclusive and vibrant cultural landscape in Europe.

To our partners, both near and far, thank you sincerely for your trust, creativity, and
dedication. Your support is the foundation of our success. We look forward to many
more years of cooperation and shared achievements.

With gratitude,
Dr Andreja Rihter



2 About the Forum of Slavic Cultures

The International Foundation — Forum of Slavic Cultures operates pursuant to Article
18 of the Foundations Act (Official Gazette of the RS No. 60/95) and Article 16 of the
Act Establishing the International Foundation — Forum of Slavic Cultures. At its regular
session of 22 October 2004, the Board adopted the Statute, which was modified based
on the agreement of Board members at its regular sessions of 2 July 2010, 5 April
2011, 21 April 2012, 11 November 2013, 4 September 2018, 20 June 2019, and at
correspondence meetings in December 2008, on 13 September 2010, 20 February
2014 and 7 August 2015.

The document underpinning the operations of the International Foundation — Forum
of Slavic Cultures is the Strategic Plan. The applicable version was updated on 13
January 2022 and serves as the basis for Forums’ operations in the strategic period
2022-2027. The document defines the vision, mission, values, strategic orientations
and priorities of the International Foundation — Forum of Slavic Cultures.

History

The Forum of Slavic Cultures (FSK) is a non-profit and non-governmental organisation
connecting the Slavic countries of Belarus, Bulgaria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, the
Czech Republic, Montenegro, Croatia, Poland, Russia, North Macedonia, Slovakia,
Slovenia, Serbia and Ukraine. Its inception was prompted by the accession of Slavic
countries to the European Union in 2004.

The initiative for the foundation of the FSK goes back to December 2002, when
ministers of culture of Slavic countries met at an informal meeting in Brdo pri Kranju
at the initiative of the then minister of culture of Slovenia. Together, they drafted a
statement in which they called upon their countries to strengthen and promote mutual
collaboration in culture and accelerate cooperation in European and other international
organisations in the framework of the Forum of Slavic Cultures, which was to be based
in Ljubljana." In 20042 Slovenia drafted the Act establishing the FSK as an
international foundation.

Members of the first Board were appointed by Slovenia, Bulgaria, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Croatia, North Macedonia, Poland, Russia, Serbia and Montenegro. The
constituent meeting of the FSK Board was held on 29 June 2004 in Ljubljana. The
constituent meeting of the FSK Programme Council was held on 20 and 21 March
2006, also in Ljubljana.

' The International Foundation — Forum of Slavic Cultures was established based on the Foundations
Act (Official Gazette of the RS No. 60/1995, official consolidated text ZU-UPB1, Official Gazette of the
RS, No. 70/2005). Pursuant to provision of Article 1 of the Foundations Act and Article 1 of the Act
establishing the International Foundation Forum of Slavic Cultures adopted on 29 June 2004 the
Foundation is a legal entity governed by private law

2 0n 30 September 2004 the Ministry of Culture of the RS published its consent to the Act
establishing the International Foundation — Forum of Slavic Cultures (Official Gazette of the RS, No.
115/2004). On 29 November 2004 the Foundation was registered in the Slovenian Business Register
at the Agency of the Republic of Slovenia for Public Legal Records and Related Services (AJPES).
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Vision

Believing in the power of working together, we create an environment where Slavic
cultures meet, cooperate and develop in accordance with the values of tolerance,
understanding and solidarity.

Mission

The Forum of Slavic Cultures is a dynamic meeting point for partnerships and projects
that brings together and connects Slavic cultural and artistic endeavours,
strengthening their visibility and presence worldwide. Through joint cultural initiatives,
we showcase the rich heritage, art, and science of the Slavic peoples, while our
educational programmes promote greater visibility and understanding of these cultural
expressions.

In its Statute, the FSK defines the purpose of its operations as follows:

- to promote the flow of information in the field of culture among all countries
whose inhabitants speak Slavic languages;

- to encourage the implementation of joint cultural projects among countries
whose inhabitants speak Slavic languages;

- to establish study programmes supported by grants for art academies;

- to promote the mobility of artists among countries whose inhabitants speak
Slavic languages;

- to support initiatives for cultural projects, exchanges, and guest appearances
among countries whose inhabitants speak Slavic languages, and to provide
assistance in identifying suitable partners in these countries;

- to promote joint research in the field of culture;

- to encourage cooperation in the field of linguistics and Slavic studies in general;

- to organise conferences, colloquia, and other expert meetings;

- to promote the flow of information, cultural cooperation, and the implementation
of joint cultural projects involving third countries.

FSK Staff
The employees of the Foundation are:

- Andreja Rihter, PhD, Director of the FSK (1 August 2021 — 31 July 2026)
- Mateja Jancar, Project Manager (since 1 April 2016, permanent contract)
- Spela Bogataj, Secretary (since 1 September 2021, permanent contract)
- Zlatica Boki¢-Katani¢ (15 August — 31 July 2026, full-time)

- Ziva Hanc, Project Manager (1 April 2025 — 31 December 2025)

Associates and guides at Villa Zlatica:

- Simon Kardum, Assistant to the Director (1 February 2025 — 30 October
2025)

- Spela Setnicar, Guide (January — December)

- Primoz Kolenc, Guide (January — December)

- Grega Hrib, Guide (January — December)



- Aneja Kralj, Associate (March — December)
- Jure Cad, Associate (February — August)

3 Meetings of the FSK Governing Bodies
Members of the Management Board
The members of the FSK Management Board met at three correspondence sessions:

- The 24th correspondence session took place from 10 to 14 February 2025.
The members of the FSK Board discussed and adopted two agenda items: the
FSK Annual Report for 2024 and the FSK Financial Report for 2024.

- The 25th correspondence session took place from 18 to 25 August 2025.
The members of the FSK Board discussed and adopted two agenda items: the
Amended Rules on Internal Organisation and Job Classification of the
International Institution — Forum of Slavic Cultures, and took note of the Mid-
Year Work Report of the Forum of Slavic Cultures for 2025.

- The 26th correspondence session took place from 15 to 24 October 2025.
The members of the FSK Board discussed and adopted the agenda item: the
Programme of the International Foundation Forum of Slavic Cultures for 2026.

Programme Council

An online correspondence meeting of the Programme Council took place between 2
and 10 October 2025. The Council discussed the FSK Work Programme for 2026.
Amendments to the programme were forwarded to the board members in the
individual member states, who subsequently submitted them for consideration at the
meetings of the Management Board.

Editorial Board

In 2025, a new member from North Macedonia, Mihajlo Sviderski, was appointed to
the Editorial Board, replacing Tomislav Osmanli. Procedures were also initiated for the
appointment of a new member from Montenegro. The Editorial Board did not convene
in 2025.

Heritage Project Group

A meeting of the Heritage Project Group was held in Skopje on 17 October 2025. The
meeting was organized by the Ministry of Culture and Tourism of North Macedonia
under the auspices of the Minister of Culture, Zoran Ljutkov. The purpose of the
meeting was to discuss and provide input on the Strategic Heritage Plan for 2026—
2030.

The document, prepared by FSK Director Andreja Rihter, outlines the basic principles,

directions, and arguments for the continuation of heritage projects included in FSK
programmes. The Strategic Plan aims to ensure the quality of work of all our partners
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and stakeholders, and to set a path toward sustainable development, meeting the
needs and expectations in the field of heritage in the broader sense.

The strategy is intended to define our priorities and determine how to better protect
and, above all, present Slavic heritage at the regional, national, and international

levels.

The meeting was attended by:

Andreja Rihter, Forum of Slavic Cultures, Slovenia

Dobrila Vlahovi¢, Directorate for Cultural Heritage, Ministry of Culture and
Media, Montenegro

Pavel Dou$a, National Museum of Agriculture, Czech Republic

Mladen Veskovi¢, Ministry of Culture and Media, Serbia

Dragi Mitrevski, Ss. Cyril and Methodius University of Skopje, North Macedonia
Tatjana Kraljevska Lazarova, Ministry of Culture and Tourism, North
Macedonia

Gordana Ivanovska Velkovska, Ministry of Culture and Tourism, North
Macedonia

Irina Dimovska Sokarovska, Ministry of Culture and Tourism, North Macedonia
Vesna Kamcheva, Ministry of Culture and Tourism, North Macedonia

The strategy will enable better cooperation between countries and foster connections
among institutions — museums, archives, organizations, and communities — working
in the field of cultural heritage.

Meetings of Director Andreja Rihter

With the Minister of Culture and Media of Montenegro, Ms Tamara Vujovié¢,
on 21 April 2025. The meeting was also attended by Dobrila Vlahovié, Director
General of the Directorate for Cultural Heritage at the Ministry of Culture and
Media of Montenegro, and Pavel DouSa, Deputy Director General of the
National Museum of Agriculture in Prague. The purpose of the meeting was a
detailed presentation of the general activities of the FSK, with a focus on
Montenegro’s involvement. The Director emphasized the need for an active
approach by Montenegro in publishing books in the 100 Slavic Novels series
and for more active participation in educational programmes within the
International Summer School of Museology in Koper.

With the Minister of Culture and Tourism of North Macedonia, Mr Zoran
Ljutkov, on 16 October 2025 at the Ministry headquarters in Skopje. The
meeting was attended by:

o Andreja Rihter, Director, Forum of Slavic Cultures,

o Zoran Ljutkov, Minister of Culture and Tourism, Republic of North
Macedonia,

o Tatjana Kraljevska Lazarova, Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Republic
of North Macedonia,

o lIrina Dimovska Sokarovska, Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Republic
of North Macedonia,



o Ziva Hanc, Forum of Slavic Cultures.

The purpose of the meeting was to present North Macedonia’s work and
activities within the FSK programmes. Particular emphasis was placed on
the role of the ZIVA Award for museum professionals in North Macedonia,
as in 2025 the award for the best cultural monument was granted to the NI
Institute for Protection of Monuments of Culture and Museum — Ohrid. A
proposal was also presented and approved to organize an international
conference in Ohrid to exchange perspectives on current challenges and
solutions for effective promotion of cultural heritage in Slavic countries.
Minister Ljutkov accepted the initiative to be nominated as Vice-Chair of the
FSK Management Board. He also supported the organization of a concert
by the National Flute Orchestra from Slovenia in 2026.

4 Programme Activities
1Villa Zlatica

Since 2021, the Forum of Slavic Cultures (FSK) has had its headquarters at Villa
Zlatica, 47 Cesta 27. aprila, Ljubljana. The institution thus symbolically continues its
mission of connecting nations, a vision originally held by the villa’s former owner, lvan
Hribar, Mayor of Ljubljana. As mayor, Hribar played a key role in strengthening ties
among speakers of different Slavic languages.

Guided tours

Villa Zlatica houses a permanent exhibition, Ivan Hribar and the Ljubljana Bourgeoisie,
open to the public on the first floor. The ground floor features the temporary exhibition
Sharing—Connecting—Nerving—Promoting—Teaching: From Hribar to the Forum of
Slavic Cultures, curated by Dr Andreja Rihter. The villa’s tour guides are Primoz
Kolenc, Gregor Hrib, Jure Cad, épela Setnicar, and Aneja Kralj.

On special occasions, visitors to Villa Zlatica were welcomed with free admission and
special guided tours, including:

8 February 2025 — PreSeren Day, the Slovenian Cultural Holiday (a literary

evening organized by FSK was also held),

- 6 April 2025 — Anniversary of the outbreak of World War Il, with a special
thematic tour,

- 18 April 2025 — Anniversary of lvan Hribar’'s death,

- 18 May 2025 — International Museum Day,

- 10 June 2025 — World Art Nouveau Day,

- 21 June 2025 — Summer Museum Night,

- 19 September 2025 — Ivan Hribar’s birthday,

- 3 December 2025 — Merry Day of Culture.

In the past year, Villa Zlatica recorded an increase in the number of visitors, welcoming
636 visitors (compared to 503 in 2024). The higher attendance was largely driven by
growing interest in new educational programmes, which attracted 101 participants.
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The villa’s diverse programme — including cultural events, thematic tours, and regular
opening hours — also contributed to greater public interest and increased visibility.
During open days and free guided tours, we welcomed 191 visitors, while 87 visitors
participated in guided tours on Hribar's Ljubljana. Demand for private guided tours
also grew, with 87 visitors taking part, reflecting the villa’s rising profile. Guided tours
on The History of Love proved particularly popular among women and younger
audiences, with 15 tours attended by 66 participants.

Villa Zlatica offers a rich historical heritage, which we aim to further adapt for
international audiences. The number of visitors in 2025 increased primarily due to
enhanced promotion and an expanded programme of guided tours. Our main
promotional channels include the FSK and the Museum and Galleries of Ljubljana
websites, as well as social media platforms, particularly Facebook. The addition of
concise promotional leaflets has also proven effective, as they allow information to be
shared at thematically relevant events.

A significant portion of new visitors comes from recommendations by satisfied guests
— past visitors enthusiastically recommend Villa Zlatica to friends and acquaintances,
who then decide to visit. Much of this success is attributable to our dedicated guides,
who play a key role in providing an engaging and memorable experience for all visitors.

Performance of Miroslav Krleza’s In Agony

We were pleased to accept the initiative of actors Sasa Tabakovi¢ and Polona Juh to
stage the play In Agony, based on the drama by Miroslav Krleza, in the premises of
Villa Zlatica. The production was organized by the Drustvo Dveh association and the
FSK. The creative team included director Nina Sorak, set designer Sara Slivnik,
costume designer Tina Bon¢a, actors Polona Juh, Sasa Tabakovi¢, Boris Mihajl, and
Tara Straus, executive producer Mija Spiler, and technical director Janko Oven.

In 2025, 20 performances were held, attended by a total of 406 visitors. The production
was staged at Villa Zlatica from 2023 to 2025, with 75 performances in total and 1510
spectators.

Events at Villa Zlatica

Throughout 2025, Villa Zlatica and other locations hosted numerous events aimed at
a diverse audience:

9 January — New Year gathering celebrating the 20th anniversary of our

activities. The event took place at the Embassy of Bulgaria, where the

esteemed ambassador, Mr Krassimir Bojanov, welcomed our initiative to jointly
organize the gathering.

- 8 February — Discussion at Villa Zlatica with Klemen Jelin€ic — Boeta. We
presented the book Figlio ni doma by Berta Bojetu. The discussion was
moderated by Spela Setniéar.

- 23 May and 10 August — Filming of an RTV documentary on the life and work
of lvan Hribar (screenwriter Tatjana MarkoSek).

- 14 June — Meeting of the ZIVA Award jury.
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- 24 and 27 June — Filming of an RTV (ARS programme) radio play, In Search of
the Lost Language.

- 18 August — The 15th Slovenian Literature Translation Seminar, organized by
the Public Agency for Books and the Society of Slovenian Literary Translators.

- 5 September — Visit by participants of the Council of Europe Cultural Routes —
Art Nouveau Network General Assembly (delegates from 13 countries).

- 30 September — 2 October — Slavic Literature Festival, including a discussion
on the 100 Slavic Novels series.

- 27 October — Evening event On the Balcony of the Balkans, organized by
Beletrina Publishing, with guests Dr Svetlana Slapsak, Damir Avdi¢, and Selma
Skenderovi¢, moderated by Andraz Gombac.

- 6 November — International colloquium Interactive Exhibitions and Digital
Curation of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Museums, co-organized by the
Regional Centre for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Southeast Europe under the auspices of UNESCO.

Participation in the events was satisfactory, given the limited capacity of our spaces,
especially during the autumn and winter months. In total, 347 visitors attended Villa
Zlatica events in 2025.

2 Literature and Publishing

In 2025, the FSK implemented its planned annual programme and pursued the
institution’s strategic objectives in this field. Two new translations were published in
the 100 Slavic Novels series, both released in Slovenia.

After several years, the FSK returned to the Prague Book Fair, where we organized a
discussion with Suzana Tratnik and held a series of working meetings as part of the
Central and Eastern European Book Market (CEEBM). For the seventh consecutive
year, we co-organized the Slavic Garden programme at the Pula Book Fair.

With the support of the Slovenian Book Agency, we held the fourth Slavic Literature
Festival, featuring Nada Gasi¢ and Vida Ognjenovi¢ as the main guests. Events were
organized in Ljubljana, Maribor, and Nova Gorica. In cooperation with various
partners, we also organized several literary events at Villa Zlatica and actively
participated in the Cultural and Tourist Association Women Writers Route.

We devoted particular attention to the implementation of the “Ljubka’s Trail” project,
for which we secured funding through the Interreg Slovenia—Italy Small Projects call,
linked to the European Capital of Culture Nova Gorica—Gorizia 2025. Our project
partner is the Lojze Bratuz Cultural Centre in Gorizia, Italy.

Publishing

100 Slavic Novels

In 2025, two books were published in the 100 Slavic Novels series: the Slovenian
translations of the Serbian novels HiSa mrtvih vonjav by Vida Ognjenovi¢, translated

by Aleksandra Rekar, and Pijjavke by David Albahari, translated by Mateja Komel Sno;.
Both publications were supported by The Slovenian Book Agency, while the
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translation of David Albahari’s novel also received support from the Ministry of Culture
of the Republic of Serbia.

In 2025, the FSK organized the following literary events:

Living Villa — Slovenian Cultural Holiday — Discussion on the novel Filio ni
doma
8 February 2025, Ljubljana, Slovenia

On the Slovenian Cultural Holiday, the FSK organized a discussion dedicated to the
100th publication in the 700 Slavic Novels series, the book Filio ni doma by Berta
Bojetu Boeta, published in 2024 in Serbian translation by Ana Ristovi¢. The discussion
focused on the life and work of the author and was led by Spela Setni¢ar, writer and
screenwriter, who conversed with the author's son, Klemen Jelin€i¢ Boeta, a
translator, sociologist, anthropologist, and historian. The guest highlighted the creative
process, influences, and legacy of this Slovenian author and shared numerous
personal memories of his mother and the circumstances in which she wrote. The
central part of the discussion was devoted to the novel Filio ni doma, with the speakers
exploring its symbolism, literary-historical significance, and fragments of the author’s
life that can be recognized in the book’s artistic form. They also addressed how being
a woman writing in a society that was not fully supportive of female creators, despite
its apparent equality, influenced her work. The audience actively participated in the
discussion on the social and cultural context of Slovenia in the 1980s and 1990s,
sharing vivid memories of this remarkable artist, including that she was the first female
writer to receive the Kresnik Award for the best Slovenian novel of the year.

Visitors were able to tour Villa Zlatica free of charge on this day.

FSK at the Prague Book Fair
14—-17 May 2025, Prague, Czech Republic

After several years, the Forum of Slavic Cultures (FSK) returned to the Prague Book
Fair (Svét knihy). With the support of the Slovenian Book Agency, FSK organized a
discussion with the writer Suzana Tratnik, moderated by the Czech translator and
Slovene studies specialist Radek Novak. The discussion focused on the author’'s
literary career, works, and translations, including the novel Ime mi je Damjan, which is
part of the 100 Slavic Novels series, and the novel Tretji svet, also published in Czech
translation. The conversation also touched on the broader social and cultural context
of her work. The event was opened by FSK Director Andreja Rihter, who introduced
the Forum’s publishing activities and the 100 Slavic Novels project, in which the 100th
book was published in 2024.

FSK representatives also took part in the Central and Eastern European Book Market
(CEEBM) programme for publishers, where discussions were held on opportunities to
further promote the 100 Slavic Novels series.

For our participation in the Prague Book Fair, we prepared a promotional leaflet in
Czech.
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Partners: Slovenian Book Agency, Book World Prague, CEEBM, Museum of
Literature Prague.

Living Villa — 15th International Translation Seminar of Slovenian Literature
18 August 2025, Ljubljana, Slovenia

For the fifth consecutive year, Villa Zlatica hosted the ceremonial opening of the
International Translation Seminar of Slovenian Literature, which in 2025 was held for
the 15th time. The seminar is organized by the Slovenian Book Agency (JAK RS) and
the Slovenian Association of Literary Translators, with individual events supported by
the Forum of Slavic Cultures (FSK), the City of Ljubljana, and the Creative Europe
programme.

At the opening event, participants were welcomed by Katja Stergar, Director of the
Slovenian Book Agency, and Andreja Rihter, Director of the Forum of Slavic Cultures.
This was followed by a discussion entitled Translation Eurobarometer: City and
Women, featuring writer Manca G. Renko and translator Vasja Bratina, moderated by
Tanja PetriC.

The seminar, held from 18 to 22 August 2025 in Ljubljana and Maribor, was attended
by 12 translators from 11 countries, half of whom work on translating Slovenian
literature into Slavic languages.

Partners: Slovenian Book Agency, Slovenian Association of Literary
Translators, City of Ljubljana, Ljubljana UNESCO City of Literature.

Slavic Literature Festival
30 September — 8 October 2025, Ljubljana, Maribor, Nova Gorica

The fourth Slavic Literature Festival featured Serbian writer and director Vida
Ognjenovi¢ and Croatian author Nada Gasic, both included in the 100 Slavic Novels
series. For the first time, the festival was held in three cities — Ljubljana, Maribor, and
Nova Gorica — in cooperation with four partner libraries.

In September, as part of the series, the Slovenian translation of Vida Ognjenovi¢’'s
novel HiSa mrtvih vonjav was published, translated by Aleksandra Rekar, marking the
author’s first work available in Slovenian. The festival opened with a presentation of
the novel at the University of Maribor Library, where the discussion with the author
was led by Zora A. Juri¢, and excerpts from the novel were performed by actress
Ksenija MiSi€¢. The novel was also presented at the France Bevk Library in Nova
Gorica, the European Capital of Culture 2025, where the discussion with the author
was moderated by Martina Mrhar, and excerpts were performed by actress UrSka
Taufer. On both evenings, Israeli poet Amir Or appeared as a guest performer.

Croatian author and translator Nada Gasic¢, born in Maribor, presented her novel Voda,
pajcevina, translated into Slovenian by Mateja Komel Snoj in 2024, in discussions with
Zora A. Juri¢ in Maribor and Gas$per StraziSar in Ljubljana. In Maribor, excerpts from
the novel were performed by Ksenija MiSic.
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At a roundtable discussion held at Villa Zlatica, the FSK headquarters, the participants
— Vida Ognjenovi¢, Andreja Rihter, and Vlado Zabot — reflected on the 100 Slavic
Novels series and its twenty-year history. They recalled the project’s beginnings and
expressed satisfaction that it has so far produced over one hundred translations into
Slavic languages and continues to thrive.

This year, the festival programme also extended to cultural memory, with a guided
tour at Villa Zlatica entitled Ivan Hribar, the Ljubljana Bourgeoisie, and His Literary
Contemporaries.

In connection with the festival, the FSK published a programme booklet and
promotional materials.

Partners: Slovenian Book Agency, Maribor Public Library, Ljubljana City
Library, University of Maribor Library, France Bevk Public Library Nova Gorica,
Goga Publishing House.

Slavic Garden
4-5 December 2025, Pula, Croatia

For the seventh consecutive year, the Forum of Slavic Cultures (FSK) participated in
the Pula Book Fair (Sa(n)jam knjige u Istri). As part of the Slavic Garden programme,
FSK hosted internationally renowned authors Narine Abgaryan (Armenia/Russia) and
Antoni Libera (Poland). Narine Abgaryan, who writes in Russian, spoke with Ivana
Perusko, curator of the Slavic Garden programme, about her novel Simon, published
in Croatian translation in 2025. Her literary work, characterized by universality,
empathy, and a simple style, has gained wide international recognition, with her books
translated into more than forty languages.

With the support of The Slovenian Book Agency, FSK also participated in the Ljubljana
Reads and Disquiets programme sections, presenting Slovenian writer Goran
Vojnovi€. In discussion with AljoSa Puzar, Vojnovi¢ presented his essay collection
Zbiralec strahov (The Collector of Fears), recently published in Croatian translation.

The second guest of the Slavic Garden was Polish writer, translator and theatre
director Antoni Libera. The discussion focused on the Croatian translation of his novel
Madame, considered one of the central works of contemporary Polish literature, which
has received wide international recognition.

Partners: Pula Book Fair (Sa(n)jam knjige u Istri), Slovenian Book Agency, City
of Ljubljana.
Project Ljubka’s Trail

January — December 2025, Gorizia (ltaly), Nova Gorica, Solkan, Tolmin, Ljubljana

In 2025, the Forum of Slavic Cultures (FSK) continued implementing the Ljubka’s Trail
project, preparing and coordinating key content, implementation, and promotional
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activities organized into work packages: trail design, cultural-educational events, and
international professional cooperation.

Within the trail design work package, FSK contributed to the final design of the ridge
and valley routes and prepared the final texts for the informational panels in Slovenian,
Italian, and English. FSK coordinated the design and production of the panels and
oversaw their installation on the Slovenian side of the border. A trilingual printed trail
map with texts, illustrations, and route description was produced and distributed at
events and information points. Urban equipment (benches, bins, bicycle stands) with
unique marking elements was ordered and installed along the trail.

In the educational field, FSK collaborated on developing and delivering training for
tourist guides, providing didactic materials prepared by experts from the University of
Nova Gorica. FSK also developed the concept and content for teacher trainings in
Slovenian-language schools in Italy. The programmes included theoretical content,
fieldwork, and guided trail tours, delivered in cooperation with the partner as part of a
seminar organized by the National Education Institute Slovenia.

FSK was actively involved in organizing cultural and promotional events, including a
press conference, public guided tours for the trail opening, literary evenings, and
project presentations at large-scale events. In cooperation with the Women Writers
Route, FSK organized the screening of the film Geni mojih otfrok on the birthday of
writer Zofka Kveder, co-organized the opening of Ljubka’s Trail in Tolmin with the
Municipality of Tolmin, and unveiled a commemorative plaque in Solkan together with
the University of Nova Gorica. Promotional texts, invitations, social media posts, and
a project film were prepared and distributed by FSK.

On a professional level, FSK organized an international conference on the Cultural
Routes of the Council of Europe, attended by representatives of eight Cultural Routes
(including five female and one male chairperson). The conference was opened by the
mayors of Gorizia and Nova Gorica. Key speakers included Dr. Stojan Pelko,
Programme Director of the European Capital of Culture, Dr. Katja Mihurko, Chair of
the Scientific Council of the Women Writers Route, Dr. Ezster Csonka-Takacs from
Hungary, member of the Committee of the Enlarged Partial Agreement on Cultural
Routes of the Council of Europe, and Irena Mars, representative of the Slovenian
Ministry of Culture. Researchers, lecturers, and tourism professionals from seven
countries also participated. FSK Director presented the conference as an example of
good practice at the Academy for Cultural Routes in Portugal.

FSK oversaw the editorial work and translation coordination for the anthology of
Gorizia’s women writers Bold and Bordereless and managed the international
presentation of the project, which was recognized as an Inspiring Practice by the
Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe.

Events, trainings, and presentations within the Ljubka’s Trail project in 2025 included:
- Theoretical training for tourist guides, University of Nova Gorica, Nova
Gorica/Slovenia, 11 January 2025.

- Practical training for tourist guides, Gorizia/ltaly — Nova Gorica/Slovenia, 5—6
February 2025.
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Press conference on the project and The Singing Echo of Ljubka's Trail concert,
Trgovski Dom, Gorizia, 11 February 2025.

Concert of children’s and youth choirs (over 200 young singers) The Singing
Echo of Ljubka's Trail, in honor of Ljubka Sorli’s birthday, Lojze Bratuz Cultural
Centre, Gorizia/ltaly, 19 February 2025.

Awarding of certificates to tourist guides on Ljubka’s Trail, Lojze Bratuz Cultural
Centre, Gorizia/ltaly, 7 March 2025.

First public guided tour along Ljubka’s Trail with certified guides, in honor of
International Women’s Day, 8 March 2025, Gorizia/ltaly; Nova Gorica/Slovenia.
International conference Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe: Recognition
and Preservation of Cultural Heritage in Border Regions, Nova Gorica/Slovenia
— Gorizia/ltaly, 14—16 April 2025.

Screening of the documentary Geni mojih otrok on Zofka Kveder’s birthday,
Ljubljana/Slovenia, 22 April 2025.

Project booth at the annual cross-border Gorizia event Borderless Friendship
March, Gorizia/ltaly, 1 May 2025.

Literary evening with poet Petra KorSiC, Lojze Bratuz Cultural Centre,
Gorizia/ltaly, 22 May 2025.

Presentation of the Cultural Routes conference and Ljubka’s Trail project at the
Academy for Cultural Routes, Torres Vedras/Portugal, 11 June 2025.
Presentation of Ljubka’s Trail at European Heritage Days in Oslo/Norway, 29
August 2025.

Full-day teacher training and special educational guided tour, Lojze Bratuz
Cultural Centre, Gorizia/ltaly — Nova Gorica/Slovenia, 4 and 8 September 2025.
Award for Inspiring Practices of the Cultural Routes of the Council of Europe,
Cappadocia/Turkey, 24 October 2025.

Opening of Ljubka’s Trail in Tolmin, Tolmin/Slovenia, 22 November 2025.
Closing concert of youth choirs Ljubka’s Trail — Song of the Landscape and
Memory (over 80 young singers), Lojze Bratuz Cultural Centre, Gorizia/ltaly, 26
November 2025.

Unveiling of the plaque dedicated to Pavlina Pajk, with presentations and
programme at the University of Nova Gorica, Nova Gorica — Solkan/Slovenia,
18 December 2025.

Partners: Lojze Bratuz Cultural Centre (Gorizia, Italy), Cultural Tourist Association
Women Writers Route, ECoC GO2025 Institute; EZTS GO; University of Nova Gorica;
Municipality of Tolmin; City of Nova Gorica; Association of Regional Tourist Guides of
Slovenia; National Education Institute Slovenia; Museums and Galleries of Ljubljana.
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3 Slavic Heritage

ZIVA Award

The ZIVA Award cycle for 2025 began with the call for participants on 22 January. The
deadline for submissions was 31 March 2025. A total of 32 institutions from 13
countries applied for the award in three categories:

- ZIVA 2025 for the Best Slavic Museum,
- ZIVA 2025 for the Best Slavic Heritage Site,
- ZIVA 2025 for the Best in Preserving Slavic Heritage Worldwide.

The award, dedicated to the preservation of Slavic heritage worldwide, was presented
for the first time in 2025, marking the beginning of an initiative to promote Slavic
heritage beyond the borders of our home countries.

Judges’ visits to the nominated museums took place from late April to early June 2025.
A total of 60 individual visits were conducted, involving 16 judges from 14 countries.

The judges’ meetings in 2025 were held on:

21 January (online),
14 June (Ljubljana),

8 October (Trebinje),

- 18 December (online).

The Jury in 2025:

- Rene Capovin, Italy, Director, Museum of Industry and Labour of Brescia;

- Maja Chankulovska Mihajlovska, North Macedonia, Senior Curator, National
Gallery of Macedonia, Skopje;

- Ekaterina Djoumalieva, Bulgaria, Director of the Directorate for Cultural Heritage,
Museums, and Visual Arts, Ministry of Culture of Bulgaria;

- Dr Pavel Dousa, Czech Republic, Deputy Director General, National Museum of
Agriculture, Prague; Director, Kacina Chateau;

- Olha Honchar, Ukraine, Director, Memorial Museum of Totalitarian Regimes
“Territory of Terror”, Lviv;

- Dirk Houtgraaf, Netherlands, Strategic Marketing Consultant, Cultural Heritage
Agency of the Netherlands (Ministry of Education, Culture and Science);

- Neda Knezevi¢, MA, Serbia, Director, Museum of Yugoslavia, Belgrade;

- Massimo Negri, Italy, Scientific Director, European Museum Academy Foundation;

- Dr Lidija NikocCevi¢, Croatia, Independent Researcher and Curator;

- Branislav Panis, Slovak Republic, Director, The National Bank of Slovakia —
Museum of Coins and Medals in Kremnica;

- Dr Andreja Rihter, Slovenia, Director, Forum of Slavic Cultures;

- Elia Vlachou, DEA, Greece, Deputy Director and Head of Projects, Development
& Networking, Cultural Foundation of the National Bank;

- Dobrila Vlahovi¢, MSc, Montenegro, Director General, Directorate for Cultural
Heritage, Ministry of Culture and Media of Montenegro;

- Dr Sarita Vujkovi¢, Bosnia and Hercegovina, Director, Museum of Contemporary
Art of the Republic of Srpska;

- Karolina Nina Zdravi¢, MA, Slovenia, Museum Councillor;
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- Robert Zydel, Poland, Director, Chocolate Factory E. Wedel.

On 14 June 2025, the judges met in Ljubljana to review the reports from their visits
and determine the winners:

- Best Slavic Museum — Croatian Natural History Museum, Zagreb, Croatia;

- Best Slavic Heritage Site — NI Institute for Protection of Monuments of Culture
and Museum — Ohrid, Ohrid, North Macedonia;

- Honourable Mention — Lety u Pisku. Memorial to the Holocaust of the Roma
and Sinti in Bohemia, Czech Republic.

Special ZIVA 2025 recognitions were awarded:

- for Creativity — Sybir Memorial Museum, Biatystok, Poland;

- for Sustainability — House of the Halubje Bell Ringers, Viskovo, Croatia;

- for Leadership and Team Efficiency — Regional Museum of Pljevlja, Pljevija,
Montenegro;

- for Attention to Visitors and Openness — Armory Museum in Liw Castle, Liw,
Poland;

- for Storytelling — Little Carpathian Museum in Pezinok, Pezinok, Slovakia.

ZIVA 2025 Diplomas:

- Special Diploma of Excellence — Museum Zitomisli¢, Bosnia and Herzegovina;

- Diploma for Preserving Cultural Heritage Worldwide — Kanizsai Dorottya
Museum, Mohacs, Hungary; Fisheries Museum of the Trieste Littoral, Santa
Croce di Trieste, Italy; Museum of the People of the Resia Valley, Stolvizza,
Italy; National Czech & Slovak Museum & Library Cedar Rapids, lowa, USA.

Award Ceremony and Conference
8—12 October 2025 in Trebinje, Bosnia and Herzegovina

In 2025, the ZIVA Award was presented for the eleventh time in the category of Best
Slavic Museum and for the eighth time in the category of Best Slavic Heritage Site,
highlighting excellence, innovation, and high professional standards in the
preservation and interpretation of Slavic cultural heritage.

The awards ceremony and conference were held from 8-12 October in Trebinje,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, organised by FSK, the Municipality of Trebinje, the Museum
of Herzegovina (Director Ivana Gruji¢), and the Museum of Contemporary Art of
Republika Srpska (Director Sarita Vujkovi¢).

The ZIVA Award for Best Slavic Museum and Best Slavic Heritage Site has become
a unique transnational cultural platform, promoting the preservation, education,
communication, and social role of Slavic museums and heritage sites. It represents an
important Slavic network of nearly 300 museums and heritage sites across 13 Slavic
countries. The award ceremony was accompanied by the professional conference
Echoes of Heritage and the Future of Museums, featuring keynote lectures by
renowned museology experts Alessio Mazzolotti (Italy), Sandro Debono (Malta), and
Roberto Zancan (ltaly/Switzerland). Representatives of the 2024 award-winning
institutions — Nikolay Nenov, Director of the Regional Historical Museum Rousse, and
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Lea Ferjan, Director of the Culture Institute Bled — shared their experiences from the
past year.

All 32 nominated museums presented themselves, demonstrating the crucial role of
museums in revitalizing cultural heritage. Museums are living, inclusive spaces of
memory, dialogue, and creativity. They serve as guardians of the past to shape the
future; travellers through time using technology, visual interpretation, and storytelling;
chroniclers engaging communities; and visionaries embracing innovation and
recognizing new trends to build a more resilient and responsible future. Museums also
showcased awareness of future challenges, including digital transformation, virtual
exhibitions, 3D scanning, artificial intelligence, sustainability, and environmental care.

The programme concluded with a highly successful Museum Marketplace, where
participating institutions presented their materials and projects. Even museums not
competing in the awards program took part, using the opportunity for promotion and
networking within the museum community.

The ZIVA Award 2025 concluded with a full-day professional excursion through the
cultural heritage of Herzegovina, offering participants direct contact with key historical,
artistic, and cultural sites, including the Zavala Monastery, Vjetrenica Cave, Radimlja
Necropolis, Zitomisli¢ Monastery, and Mostar with the Old Bridge, most of which are
UNESCO-protected.

In 2025, the award’s visual identity was renewed — a new sculpture designed by
academic painter Maja Licul emphasized the authenticity of Slavic nature and its
connection with human life, drawing inspiration from Slavic mythology.

A catalogue ZIVA Award 2025 was published for the conference, designed by
renowned Slovenian designer Tomato Kosir. FSK also produced two short films In
collaboration with the Solsticij Institute for Cultural Activities:

« The Nominees for the ZIVA Award 2025;
e Aninstitutional presentation film about the International Foundation — Forum
of Slavic Cultures.

Partners: Municipality of Trebinje, Museum of Herzegovina in Trebinje, Museum of
Contemporary Art of Republika Srpska, Ministry of Culture and Media of Serbia,
Ministry of Culture of Slovenia.

Piranova — International Research Centre

International Summer School of Museology
25-28 May 2025, Koper
Title: Expanding Horizons: Heritage Echoes in the Future of Museum

Since its inception, the International Summer School of Museology (ISSM) has been
dedicated to knowledge transfer and the exchange of ideas and experiences among
professionals, researchers, and students, and this focus remained central in 2025.
The programme continues to be grounded in interactivity, collaborative learning, and
the development of skills largely specific to museology. Its core aim is to foster
professional development and innovation in museology and museum practice,
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strengthen international cooperation, and promote the exchange of knowledge and
understanding of cultural heritage. In doing so, the Summer School fulfils its vision of
offering participants (including lecturers) a personal, immersive experience and
meaningful networking opportunities, which are often limited at similar events to one-
directional, formal presentations.

In 2025, the ISSM was organised in cooperation with the Koper Regional Museum,
the European Museum Academy, and the Regional Museum GoriSki muzej. The
sixteenth edition, tittled Expanding Horizons: Heritage Echoes in the Future of
Museums, took place in Koper at the premises of the Koper Regional Museum.
Thirteen speakers from seven countries contributed to a dynamic dialogue on pressing
issues in contemporary museum practice. In addition to students, the Summer School
attracted curators, conservators, and museum professionals not only from Slovenia
but also from the United States, Germany, Bulgaria, Serbia, Montenegro, Albania,
Italy, Croatia, Norway, Denmark, and Poland.

This year’s programme focused on three thematic areas:

- Cultural Identity and Heritage,
- Migration and Multiculturalism,
- Digital Futures.

Participants explored how heritage inspires museums to move beyond their role as
custodians of the past and become co-creators of a diverse, inclusive, and future-
oriented museology — examining how the past resonates as an “echo” in contemporary
museum practice. Special attention was given to the role of digital tools in enhancing
accessibility, interaction, and the long-term preservation of heritage.

Before the start of the programme, participants were welcomed by Dr Andreja Rihter,
Marko Bonin, Director of the Koper Regional Museum, and Vesna Paiji¢, Advisor to
the Mayor of the Municipality of Koper for Culture and International Projects. The
programme opened with an online lecture by Dragana Lucija Ratkovi¢ Aydemir,
founder and director of Muze d.o.o., a Croatian company specialising in heritage
interpretation, (eco-)museology, and sustainable cultural tourism. Colleagues from the
same organisation, Mateja Kuka Brki¢ and Iva Klari¢ Vujkovi¢, contributed a practical
insight into exhibition design and development. Dorian Kogi (Albania), an expert in
political history and museum communication, complemented the programme with a
lecture on the evolving role of museums.

The second day focused on contemporary technologies and their application in
museum institutions. Speakers included Massimo Negri, Scientific Director of the
European Museum Academy; Darko Bilandzi¢, Head of Marketing at the Vucedol
Culture Museum; Laura Diamanti, coordinator of the Heritage in Motion Award; and
Henrik Zipsane, Director of the European Museum Academy. The final thematic
section, co-curated by Borut Rovsnik, a museum advisor from Slovenia, addressed
migration and multiculturalism. Jakob Parby (Denmark) presented the exhibition
Becoming a Copenhagener; Matgorzata Waszczuk (Poland) from the POLIN Museum
of the History of Polish Jews focused on the research and interpretation of sensitive
heritage; Giacomo Sferlazzo, a political activist and artist from Lampedusa, introduced
the PortoM project, which collects and presents “migrant objects”; and Helen Crutcher,
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a researcher of climate change interpretation and its impact on world heritage,
discussed how museums address migration.

On Wednesday, 28 May, the programme continued in Nova Gorica, where participants
were welcomed by Viadimir Perunicic, Director of the Regional Museum Goriski muze;.
Curators guided the group through the collections at Kromberk Castle, while the visit
to the Tactile Gallery — where touching exhibits is encouraged — offered insight into
approaches that make art accessible to visitors with visual impairments.

The International Summer School concluded in the cross-border cities of Nova Gorica
and Gorizia, the joint European Capital of Culture 2025. In a space where past and
future intersect, participants visited the Museum on the Border and walked across
Europe Square, which symbolically connects the two countries. As in previous years,
the ISSM was marked by openness — to new ideas, unfamiliar perspectives, and
diversity — while also providing space for reflection on our past and heritage. As
emphasised in her closing remarks by the Director of the Forum of Slavic Cultures,
Andreja Rihter, we must learn how to use the “echoes” of heritage to shape an
innovative and relevant future for museums.

The programme leaflet was published as part of a short online publication issued by
the International Foundation — Forum of Slavic Cultures.

Partners: European Museum Academy (EMA), Koper Regional Museum,
Regional Museum Goriski muzej, Municipality of Koper.

Transformations

In 2025, our activities focused on documenting the project and organising sustainable
models for storage and future presentations.

The Transformations project continues to encourage the exploration of Slavic cultural
heritage through fashion, inspiring designers to engage deeply with traditional patterns
and techniques while opening up new perspectives for contemporary Slavic design.
The project’s mission remains to strengthen the visibility of Slavic fashion creativity on
the European and global stage, with a strong emphasis on sustainability,
craftsmanship, and innovative design approaches. Transformations is more than a
fashion initiative — it is a cultural platform that connects the past, present, and future
of Slavic identity through textile design and tailoring.

At the Table with the Slavs

Saudi Feast Food Festival
25-28 November 2025, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

The book At the Table with the Slavs by Janez Bogataj was published in 2015. At the

Gourmand Awards ceremony in Beijing in 2016, it was named “Best of the Best —
Slovenia in the World”. Although ten years have passed since its publication, the book
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continues to draw strong interest. It is a unique publication that brings together, in one
volume, the characteristic dishes of all countries where Slavic languages are spoken.

Founded in 1995, the Gourmand Awards are the only international competition in the
world dedicated exclusively to publications on food and drink culture. With entries from
more than 200 countries, the competition is free of charge and open to all languages,
making it one of the most inclusive cultural initiatives in global gastronomy. Each year,
the Gourmand organisation hosts a global symposium in a location of gastronomic
significance, bringing together leading figures from diplomatic, culinary, publishing,
and cultural circles. At this year’s ceremony in Riyadh, guests from 96 countries were
in attendance.

On the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the Gourmand Awards, At the Table with
the Slavs was honoured with the title “Best of the Best 1995-2025". The award
recognises the book’s outstanding contribution to the promotion of Slavic intangible
cultural heritage, as well as its successful collaboration with leading experts in the
field. Edouard Cointreau, founder and president of the Gourmand World Cookbook
Awards, specifically praised the book for its depth of content and cultural significance.

Partners: Gourmand International Network, Saudi Feast Food Festival.

5 International Cooperation

The Forum of Slavic Cultures (FSK) has always served as a bridge connecting
cultures, and 2025 was a year of outstanding international cooperation. Through a
wide range of events and initiatives, we strengthened ties with partners across Europe
and beyond, showcasing the richness of Slavic heritage and fostering open,
meaningful dialogue.

The year 2025 also brought new forms of collaboration, most notably a successful
partnership with our member state Bulgaria. The year began with a New Year’s
reception held on 9 January at the Embassy of Bulgaria in Ljubljana and continued at
the Vilenica International Literary Festival, where writer Georgi Gospodinov received
the Vilenica Prize 2025.

We were particularly pleased by the realisation of an initiative to cooperate with the
Regional Centre for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage in South-Eastern
Europe under the auspices of UNESCO, based in Sofia.

International Colloquium

6 November 2025, Ljubljana, Slovenia

Title: Interactive Exhibitions and Digital Curation of Intangible Cultural Heritage in
Museums

The Regional Centre for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in South-
East Europe under the auspices of UNESCO, based in Sofia, entered into a special
agreement with the International Foundation — Forum of Slavic Cultures (FSK) to
organise an international colloquium scheduled for September 2025. The event was
titted Interactive Exhibitions and Digital Curation of Intangible Cultural Heritage in
Museums.
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The colloquium took place on 6 November 2025 at Villa Zlatica in Ljubljana. It brought
together museum professionals, curators and experts from eight countries to explore
how museums connect tradition and innovation and how digital technologies
contribute to the safeguarding, interpretation and presentation of intangible cultural
heritage.

The following experts were invited to participate:

- Lugjan Bedeni — Director, Marubi National Museum of Photography, Albania;

- Dino Buljat — Executive Director, DUBoak Maritime Heritage Interpretation
Centre, Malinska, Croatia;

- Bozana Duzelovi¢ — Senior Curator, Ethnologist and Anthropologist, Museum
of Herzegovina Trebinje, Bosnia and Herzegovina;

- Isidora BPuri¢ — Assistant Professor, Faculty of Technical Sciences, University
of Novi Sad, Serbia;

- Tamara Nikoli¢ Peri¢ — Director, Kulturbliro, Croatia;

- Stanislava Jovanovi¢ Mindi¢ — Curator, Gallery of Matica Srpska, Novi Sad,
Serbia;

- Tihomir Tsarov — Public Relations Officer, “Etar” Open-Air Regional
Ethnographic Museum, Bulgaria;

- Ivona Opetcheska Tatarchevska — Senior Associate, Directorate for Cultural
Heritage Protection, North Macedonia;

- Georgios Papaioannou — Professor of Museology and Digital Cultural Heritage,
Director of the Museology Research Laboratory, lonian University, Corfu,
Greece;

- Adela Pukl — Museum Counsellor, Slovene Ethnographic Museum, Slovenia;

- Andreja Rihter — Museum Counsellor and Director of the Forum of Slavic
Cultures (FSK).

The programme highlighted several key topics, including:

- the role and understanding of safeguarding intangible cultural heritage in
museums,

- museum approaches to its interpretation,

- intangible cultural heritage in the digital age, with a focus on digital curation,
digital exhibitions and the use of artificial intelligence.

The invited speakers responded to the call with professional contributions addressing
both current practices and future challenges.

Introductory addresses were delivered by Andreja Rihter, Director of FSK; Irena
Todorova, Director of the Regional Centre; and Tanja Rozenbergar, President of the
General Assembly of the Regional Centre. They emphasised that, in the face of
contemporary societal challenges, museums play a crucial role in safeguarding living
heritage and connecting people with social realities, including in the digital
environment.

A central reference point for the discussions was the 2003 UNESCO Convention for
the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, whose primary objective is to
safeguard and promote intangible cultural heritage and ensure its transmission to
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future generations. The Convention encompasses living traditions and practices such
as oral traditions, performing arts, social practices, knowledge concerning nature and
the universe, and traditional craftsmanship.

The relationship between museums and intangible cultural heritage continues to
evolve and gain importance. Museums increasingly integrate intangible heritage into
various aspects of their work — documentation and research, education and
transmission, interpretation and safeguarding — not to freeze it in time, but to sustain
it as a living process. In this context, the use of multimedia, augmented and virtual
reality, digital storytelling and artificial intelligence has become particularly relevant.
Through digital curation, museums are transforming intangible cultural heritage from
passive memory into an active, participatory experience.

The colloquium concluded with an agreement to continue cooperation in 2026, when
a second international colloquium entitled Interpretation and Promotion of Living
Heritage will be organised in Ljubljana.

The contents of the colloquium are presented in the publication Interactive Exhibitions
and Digital Curation of Intangible Cultural Heritage. The texts were contributed by the
participants of the colloquium, and the publication was issued by the International
Foundation — Forum of Slavic Cultures.

Partner: Regional Centre for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage in South-East Europe under the auspices of UNESCO, Sofia.

International Scientific Conference in Opatija — 10th ICARUS Days

26-28. March 2025, Opatija, Croatia

Naslov: Networks and Routes of Cultural Heritag — Archives as Places of Stories and
History

From 25 to 28 March 2025, the international conference Networks and Routes of
Cultural Heritage — Archives as Places of Stories and History was held in Opatija,
Croatia. The event was organised by ICARUS and ICARUS Croatia, in collaboration
with the Croatian Museum of Tourism, the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of
Croatia, and DARIAH-HR. This was the tenth edition of the conference, while FSK first
connected with ICARUS conferences in 2016 in Dubrovnik, where the FSK conference
TOGETHER also took place, involving the combined state archives of FSK member
countries.

From the very first year of cooperation, FSK’s liaison was Vlatka Lemi¢, the lead
organiser of all ICARUS conferences, including the tenth edition in Opatija. The main
goal of the collaboration between ICARUS and FSK is to promote the exchange of
knowledge and experience and strengthen cooperation among cultural institutions and
organisations involved in the preservation of and access to cultural heritage. This
collaboration supports the development of new approaches and practices in cultural
heritage management and improves access to cultural resources.

The conference featured international archival projects and programmes covering
areas such as cultural tourism, creative industries, education and lifelong learning,
social inclusion, and related activities within GLAM institutions (galleries, libraries,
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archives, and museums), as well as in artistic, scientific, and educational communities.
The focus was on digital storytelling, networking, multimedia presentation of historical
sources, the use of digital platforms for culture and heritage, and current cultural and
academic projects, collaborations, networks, and initiatives. The conference explored
creative and collaborative approaches to communicating GLAM content, particularly
through connecting heritage professionals, citizen science projects, and the use of
digital tools in research, presentation, interpretation, and promotion of cultural
heritage.

A total of 88 professionals from the fields of archives, museums, tourism, and new
technologies participated in the conference. Presentations were divided into thematic
modules. In the module Archives and Society, focused on partnerships and
networking, Andreja Rihter presented the project Piranova — International Centre for
Heritage Studies, linking FSK’s educational activities with the heritage preserved and
collected in archives. In the same panel, Kerstlin Arnold presented the latest activities
of Europeana.

Partners: ICARUS, ICARUS Croatia, Croatian Museum of Tourism, Ministry of
Culture of the Republic of Croatia, DARIAH-HR.

Cultural Tourist Association Women Writers Route

In line with its work program and as the initiator of the Women Writers Route project,
FSK actively participated in 2025 as the most active member of the Cultural Tourism
Association Women Writers Route, established on 28 December 2020. Its key role
included coordinating and liaising with partners, managing the secretariat, recruiting
new members, assisting with formal procedures, and supporting project activities —
some of which took place at Villa Zlatica, FSK’s headquarters and the official address
of the Association.

Throughout the year, FSK maintained the Association’s website and managed its
social media accounts.

FSK contributed to the following Women Writers Route activities:

- As the lead partner of the Interreg project Ljubka’s Trail, FSK integrated the
Women Writers Route Association into the project and actively promoted the
route.

- Organisation and execution of the conference Cultural Routes of the Council of
Europe: Identifying and Preserving Cultural Heritage in Border Areas within the
Ljubka’s Trail project, Nova Gorica/Slovenia and Gorizia/ltaly, 14—16 April
2025.

- Screening of the Croatian documentary Geni mojih otrok on the birthday of
Zofka Kveder as part of the Ljubka’s Trail project, Ljubljana, 22 April 2025.

- Organisation and implementation of the annual general assembly of the
Cultural Tourism Association Women Writers Route, including preparation of
official documents for the functioning of the Association (Celje, 25 March 2025).

- Participation and active contribution to the presentation of Ljubka’s Trail at the
Academy for Cultural Routes in Torres Vedras, Portugal, 11-13 June 2025.
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- Presentation of Ljubka’s Trail at the international seminar for the European
Heritage Days in Oslo, Norway, 29 August 2025.

- Active participation in the Annual Advisory Forum of the Council of Europe
Cultural Routes in Cappadocia, Turkey, where the Women Writers Route
received an award for “Inspiring Practices” in the field of “Cultural and
Educational Exchanges for Young Europeans” (22—24 October 2025).

- Participation in the conference Women’s Route through Fairy Tales, Ogulin,
Croatia, 28-29 October 2025.

European Museum Academy and the FSK in 2025

The European Museum Academy (EMA) and the International Foundation — Forum of
Slavic Cultures (FSK) award prizes to outstanding museums in specific fields and
regions across Europe. Cooperation takes place in regular annual cycles of
applications, museum visits, evaluations, and selection of winners. These activities
contribute to improving the quality of institutional work, and the awards help make
collections more accessible, relevant, and meaningful for audiences of all ages,
backgrounds, and social groups.

Each year, EMA awards the Luigi Micheletti Prize, which focuses on storytelling,
highlighting how narrating history helps museums create a sense of time. The DASA
Award celebrates excellence in learning opportunities within museum practice. Both
awards are complemented by Ziva — the award for the Best Slavic Museum, which
specifically recognises quality and innovation in museums within the Slavic cultural
space. EMA appoints three judges annually to the Ziva judging panel. The winner of
the Best Slavic Museum award is then directly nominated for the EMA awards.

In 2025, EMA award ceremonies took place in Budapest, co-organised with the
Hungarian Money Museum; as the Ziva 2024 winner, Rousse Regional Museum of
History from Bulgaria was presented.

Collaboration between EMA and FSK is also reflected in the content planning of the
International Summer School of Museology, where EMA’s Scientific Director,
Professor Massimo Negri, regularly participates. In the past two years, joint
organisational activities have also been carried out for the Heritage in Motion award.

In 2025, EMA and FSK collaborated on the following award-related activities:
- Judges’ meetings: 20-21 June 2025, Dortmund, Germany
- EMA Board meetings: 30-31 January 2025, Amsterdam, Netherlands; and 27
October 2025, Budapest, Hungary

Heritage in Motion (HIM)
26 September 2025, Budapest, Hungary
Award Ceremony

The Heritage in Motion (HIM) Award recognises innovative multimedia and audiovisual
projects that promote, explore, and safeguard European cultural heritage. Established
in 2012 as a joint initiative of the European Museum Academy (EMA) and Europa
Nostra, the award was first presented in 2014. Since 2023, the project has been jointly
led by the European Museum Academy (EMA) and the International Foundation —
Forum of Slavic Cultures (FSK). HIM serves as a unique platform highlighting how
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multimedia and digital tools are transforming the ways cultural heritage is preserved,
communicated, and experienced.

The project team organising HIM 2025 consisted of Andreja Rihter (Director of FSK,
President of EMA), Massimo Negri (Scientific Director, EMA), Laura Diamanti
(Coordinator of Heritage in Motion content), and Ziva Hanc (HIM Content Coordinator).

This year’s judges and decision-makers were Robin Lutz (Founding Partner, online
participant, Netherlands), Amilcar Vargas (Jury Member, online participant, Spain),
and Mateja Kuka (Jury Member, online participant, Croatia).

Heritage in Motion is co-created by EMA and FSK. This was the third consecutive year
of collaboration, with the 2025 award ceremony held on 26 September at the Money
Museum in Budapest as part of the EMA annual conference. The growing global reach
of the award is reflected in submissions from 22 countries across four continents.

The awards were presented by Andreja Rihter, President of EMA and Director of FSK,
Massimo Negri, EMA Scientific Director, and Laura Diamanti, HIM Coordinator. The
main prize was handed over by Eszter Hergar, Director of the Money Museum.

HIM 2025 demonstrated how creative use of technology can bring cultural heritage
closer to people of all ages and backgrounds. From cinematic online storytelling to
immersive XR experiences and documentaries on digital subcultures, this year’s
winners show that the future of heritage lies in innovation, accessibility, and global
collaboration.

The Winners of 2025 are:

- Heritage Audiovisuals Category and Overall Winner: Hands Deep — A Journey
into the Demoscene (Finland)

The powerful documentary explores the Finnish demoscene, a digital
subculture where creativity and coding intersect. Following three young
“‘miniHackers” alongside veteran voices and rare archival footage, the film
portrays the demoscene as an inclusive, intergenerational community.
Recognized as part of Finland’s Intangible Cultural Heritage since 2020, it
demonstrates how grassroots digital culture continues to thrive as living
heritage.

- New Digital Experiences Category: Mouthful of Dust (Australia)

Created by State Library Victoria, this cinematic web project reimagines the
story of Ned Kelly, Australia’s most infamous bushranger. Through high-
resolution 3D scans of Kelly's artefacts and fresh perspectives from
contemporary writers—including female, First Nations, and migrant voices—
the project turns contested cultural memory into a vivid, inclusive storytelling
experience.

- Virtual and Augmented Reality Category: HistoryCity (Italy/UK)
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An innovative XR initiative that transforms city streets into “living history” trails.
By combining first-person narratives, expert commentary, and archival
collections, the free apps allow users to explore georeferenced urban
landscapes where historical figures guide them through stories tied to real sites
of the past.

Heritage in Motion 2025 highlighted the extraordinary creativity and innovation of the
global heritage community. With each edition, the awards reaffirm the power of digital
technologies to make heritage more engaging, inclusive, and accessible to audiences
worldwide.

Partners: European Museum Academy (EMA), Hungarian Money Museum,
Museum in Short

Pula Book Fair(y)
28 November — 7 December, Pula, Croatia
Book Fair

For the seventh consecutive year, the FSK co-organized the Slavic Garden
programme as part of the Pula Book Fair(y), Croatia. FSK has been collaborating with
the fair since signing a cooperation agreement in 2019.

The fair took place from 28 November to 7 December 2025, with the Slavic Garden
held on 4 and 5 December under the curatorial guidance of lvana Perusko. The main
literary guests were Armenian writer Narine Abgaryan, who writes in Russian, and
Polish writer and director Antoni Libera. In cooperation with the City of Ljubljana and
with the support of the Slovenian Book Agency, FSK also co-organised a discussion
with Slovenian writer Goran Vojnovi¢ during the fair.

Alongside the main program, working meetings and discussions were held to explore
future collaboration opportunities between FSK and its partners.

Partner: Pula Book Fair(y).
6 Communication Activities

Communication Activities in 2025

In 2025, the Forum of Slavic Cultures systematically strengthened its communication
activities, focusing on the promotion of its programmes and projects as well as on the
continued enhancement of its digital and media presence in Slovenia and abroad.

Communication Objectives in 2025:

- launch of a redesigned FSK website in all 13 languages,

- preparation of content and an interactive map for the Ljubka’s Trail website in
Slovenian, English, and ltalian,

- digital and online support for the Ziva Award and Conference and the Heritage
in Motion Award,
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- systematisation of communication channels (websites, social media,
newsletters, mailing lists) and FSK content publishing,

- promotion of literary events and the 100 Slavic Novels collection (upon the
release of new titles, at literary festivals and book fairs, through redesigned
online presentations and online sales),

- promotion of activities and guided tours at Villa Zlatica and strengthening its
visibility as a cultural destination,

- communication support for ongoing FSK activities (round tables, festivals,
seminars, and conferences).

Visual Identity

The redesigned visual identity of the FSK, introduced in 2022, was consistently applied
and fully implemented across all communication platforms in 2025, contributing to
greater recognisability and a unified organisational identity.

Digital and Online Communication

The central task in the field of digital communication was the comprehensive redesign
of the FSK website, aimed at improving user experience, clarity, and accessibility of
content. The new website offers a modern and visually appealing design, a clear
content structure, and a more effective platform for public information, news
dissemination, and online publication sales. In the future, emphasis will be placed on
the systematic collection of user feedback and further content-related and technical
improvements.

In 2025, the FSK website recorded 337,618 visits and 253,064 unique users,
representing a 2.2-fold increase compared to 2024 (151,977 visits). In the final quarter
of the year, monthly visits exceeded 30,000, indicating steady and successful growth.
Users viewed an average of 2.51 pages per visit, with 90% leaving the website within
two minutes. Among the most visited content were the Ziva Award catalogues and
project-related pages.

For the Ljubka’s Trail project, a trilingual website (Slovenian, English, Italian) was
launched, featuring a presentation of the project and its objectives, profiles of all
participating authors with biographies and photographs, descriptions of individual trail
locations with addresses, images, and quotations, an interactive map, and news about
project activities.

In 2025, the Ljubka’s Trail website recorded 15,938 visits and 14,689 unique users.
Users viewed an average of 3.21 pages per visit, while 95.8% left the site within two
minutes. One of the most visited sections was the programme of the international
conference.

Social Media

In 2025, FSK actively managed profiles on the following social media platforms:

- FSK Facebook and Instagram,
- Villa Zlatica Facebook and Instagram,
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- Women Writers Route (WWR) Instagram,
- YouTube for video content,
- LinkedIn (with plans to strengthen activity and professional networking).

The volume of posts, event promotion, and stakeholder engagement increased in
2025. Nevertheless, the need remains for a more clearly defined social media strategy
aligned with available resources and communication objectives.

- FSK Instagram currently has 514 followers; activity increased significantly in
2025, with 41 posts (only 2 in the previous year) and more than 250 stories
published.

- FSK Facebook has 1,800 followers, with 48 posts published in 2025.

- Villa Zlatica Instagram currently has 312 followers; 21 posts were published in
2025, twice as many as in 2024.

- WWR Instagram has 162 followers; 24 posts were published, including
presentations of authors from the cultural route.

- FSK LinkedIn has 103 followers; activity was intensified in October, with 14
posts published by the end of the year.

Newsletter

FSK informs its stakeholders on a monthly basis via a newsletter in Slovenian and
English, distributed through the Mailchimp platform. The database includes 798
Slovenian and 1,040 English-language recipients. Additional newsletters were sent for
major events and projects. The average open rate ranged between 25% and 42%,
while the click-through rate ranged between 1.6% and 5.8%.

Printed and Promotional Materials

For key events (conferences, presentations, round tables, fairs, festivals, concerts,
and educational activities), comprehensive presentation materials were produced,
including programmes, brochures, and catalogues. Within the Interreg project Ljubka’s
Trail, additional promotional brochures and trail maps were produced in Slovenian,
English, and Italian.

Publications in 2025:

- Vida Ognjenovi¢: Hisa mrtvih vonjav, translated by Aleksandra Rekar, 100
Slavic Novels series.

- David Albahari: Pijavke, translated by Mateja Komel Snoj, 100 Slavic Novels
series.

- Bold and Borderless; Audaci senza confine; Cezmejno drzne — anthology of
Gorizia-region women writers, edited by Katja Mihurko and Mateja Jancar,
Ljubka’s Trail project.

- Katja Mihurko, Vera Tuta Ban, Vita Zerjal Pavlin: Ljubkina pot: ¢ezmejna
literarna pot poezije in enakopravnosti; priro¢nik z izobraZzevalnimi gradivi —
educational handbook in Slovenian and Italian (two volumes), Ljubka’s Trail
project.
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- Ziva Award 2025, edited by Andreja Rihter and Ziva Hanc — Ziva Award
catalogue.

- Expanding Horizons: Echoes of Heritage in the Future of Museums -
programme booklet of the 16th International Summer School of Museology.

- Fourth Festival of Slavic Literature — programme booklet.

- Interactive Exhibitions and Digital Curation of Intangible Cultural Heritage,
edited by Andreja Rihter and Ziva Hanc — proceedings of the international
colloquium.

- Forum of Slavic Cultures — 20 Years — promotional brochure.

Video Production:

- promotional film Ziva 2025 — Nominated Museums, production by FSK and
Solsticij;

- promotional film FSK in 2025, production by FSK and Solsticij;

- promotional film Heritage in Motion 2025 — Finalists, production by FSK and
Solsticij;

- promotional film Ljubka’s Trail (production by FSK, KCLB, and Solsticij).

Media Relations

Press releases were prepared for all major events in Slovenia and abroad, and press
conferences were organised, ensuring broad media coverage. Media presence was
systematically monitored and documented, with partners contributing significantly to
the international visibility of FSK activities. Particular attention was drawn by events
such as the Ziva and HIM award ceremonies, the Ljubka’s Trail project, and the
Festival of Slavic Literature.

Events and Collaborations

A significant part of FSK’s communication activities in 2025 consisted of public events,
conferences, and seminars aimed at fostering cultural and creative dialogue across
the European space. Key events included the Ziva Award conference and award
ceremony, the Heritage in Motion (HIM) Award ceremony, the meeting of the Cultural
Routes of the Council of Europe, the educational seminars of Ljubka’s Trail, the
Festival of Slavic Literature and the Saudi Feast Food Festival in Riyadh.

In 2025, FSK organised and participated in a total of 25 events, attended by 2,943
visitors. The largest number of events — ten in total, including educational
programmes, guided tours, and a conference — were carried out within the framework
of the Ljubka’s Trail project. This project also attracted the highest number of visitors,
with a total of 1,470 participants attending two concerts and the Friendship March.
Considerable public interest was also recorded at the book fair in Pula, the Gourmand
World Cookbook Awards in Riyadh, the Ziva Award ceremony and the Heritage in
Motion event.
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In 2025, FSK organised 14 events at Villa Zlatica, attended by 347 visitors, and an
additional 20 performances of the play /n Agony, which were seen by 406 visitors.
Notable events included the JAK Translation Seminar, the Festival of Slavic Literature,
On the Balcony of the Balkans, the JelinCi¢ Boeta round table, and the Art Nouveau
Assembly.

Conclusion

In 2025, the Forum of Slavic Cultures successfully achieved its communication
objectives: it completed a comprehensive redesign of its website in 13 languages,
successfully implemented the Ljubka’s Trail project, strengthened the promotion of
Slavic literature at fairs and festivals, and ensured strong media visibility for the Ziva
and HIM awards. Engagement on digital platforms also increased.

Key challenges for the coming period include further optimisation of the social media
strategy, strengthening LinkedIn activities for professional networking, and continued
promotion of Villa Zlatica as a recognisable cultural and tourism destination.

Ljubljana, 12 February 2026 Dr Andreja Rihter,
Director of FSK
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