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PROGRAMME

*This is a draft programme and may still be subject to changes in content and timing.

ZIVA Award 2026

12t Edition: Myth and Memory in
the Slavic Cultural Space

Date; 30 September - 3 October 2026
Location: Bled, Slovenia
Organized by: International Foundation Forum of Slavic Cultures (FSK)

represented by Andreja Rihter, PhD, Director

Bled Culture Institute
represented by Lea Ferjan, MSc, Director

Municipality of Bled
represented by Anton Mezan, Mayor
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The financial award for the winning museum is provided by the Ministry of Culture of the
Republic of Serbia.
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Bled - A Historic Setting for the ZIVA Award 2026 Ceremony

Bled, a picturesque destination, enchants visitors with its fairytale charm — Lake Bled, with its iconic
island and church framed by Alpine peaks, and the imposing Bled Castle, perched high on a cliff
above the lake.

Its history stretches back more than a thousand years: it was first mentioned in a deed of donation in
1004, when German Emperor Henry II conferred the Bled estate upon the Bishops of Brixen. Over
the centuries, Bled became a sought-after spa and holiday retreat, particularly during the Austro-
Hungarian era, when it gained renown as a prestigious getaway for the European aristocracy. Today,
Bled offers a rare combination of archaeological and cultural heritage, natural beauty, and a peaceful
atmosphere, continuing to captivate visitors from around the world. It stands as both an icon of
Slovenian tourism and a place of warm, welcoming hospitality.

Once again, Bled will provide the perfect setting to celebrate outstanding achievements in museum
practice, heritage interpretation, and Slavic cultural cooperation. The 2026 ZIVA Award is organised
by the Forum of Slavic Cultures in close cooperation with the Bled Culture Institute and the
Municipality of Bled. The three-day event will culminate in the ceremonial awards presentation,
attended by nominees, cultural representatives, and jury members from the Forum’s partner
organisation, the European Museum Academy (EMA). The Bled Culture Institute, established in 2004
by the Municipality of Bled, is responsible for managing the Bled area and developing its cultural
infrastructure and programmes. The Institute was also the recipient of the 2024 ZIVA Award for the
Best Slavic Heritage Site, in recognition of its exemplary preservation and presentation of Bled
Castle.

The main congress venue in Bled will be the Festival Hall, the largest conference centre in the area
and the central venue of the ZIVA Award programme. The modern Festival Hall Bled is recognised as
a leading venue for business, scientific and protocol events, including the annual Bled Strategic
Forum, which brings together political and economic leaders from across Europe and the Balkans.
Its lakeside location, within walking distance of hotels and accommodation, makes it highly
accessible. The Festival Hall Bled is also the recipient of the Good Travel Seal Platinum certificate,
confirming its strong commitment to responsible and sustainable management.

The ZIVA Award has a special historical and cultural connection with Bled. Although the goddess
Ziva is scarcely mentioned in historical sources, she is remembered in folk traditions, particularly
in connection with “living waters” and sacred landscapes. According to local legend, a pagan shrine
dedicated to Ziva once stood on Bled Island, later replaced by a Christian church. Ziva is, in a way,
returning home, back to her symbolic and cultural roots.

We warmly look forward to welcoming you and to celebrating the richness of cultural diversity,
creativity, and meaningful collaboration.
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2026

Arrivals to Bled

Meeting point: Bled Festival Hall — Congress Centre, Cesta svobode 11, 4260 Bled

19.30

20.00 — 22.00 Opening party of the ZIVA 2026 Conference / Closing of the HIM Festival

Organized transfer to Bled Castle

Venue: Bled Castle, Grajska cesta 61, 4260 Bled

Welcome addresses by:
Lea Ferjan, Director of the Bled Culture Institute

20.00
Andreja Rihter, Director of the Forum of Slavic Cultures (FSK)
TBC, Representative of the Municipality of Bled

20.30 Guided tour of the Bled Castle

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2026

Venue: Bled Festival Hall — Congress Centre, Cesta svobode 11, 4260 Bled

8.30-9.30 Registration & Information for the participants

9.30

Opening of the ZIVA Award 2026
Moderator: Darja Pretnar, Translator

9.30-9.45

Addresses:
Lea Ferjan, Director of the Bled Culture Institute
Andreja Rihter, Director of the Forum of Slavic Cultures (FSK)
Anton Mezan, Mayor of the Municipality of Bled

9.45-10.30

Keynote:
Noah Charney, Art Historian and Novelist
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10.30-11.00 Coffee break

Presentation of the Jury

11.00 - 13.15 Pavel Dousa, Chair of the Ziva Award Jury 2026, Czech Republic

Presentations: The Ziva Award 2026 Nominees — Session 1 & 2

13.15-14.30 Lunch break

14.30-16.30 Presentations: The Ziva Award 2026 Nominees — Session 3 & Session 4

16.30-17.00 Coffee break

17.00 -19.00 Presentations: The Ziva Award 2026 Nominees — Session 5 & Session 6

Venue: Bled Festival Hall — Congress Centre, Cesta svobode 11, 4260 Bled

20.00 Cocktail Dinner

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2026

Venue: Bled Festival Hall — Congress Centre, Cesta svobode 11, 4260 Bled

8.30-9.00 Registration & Information for the participants

Moderator: Darja Pretnar, Translator

9.00-10.00
Keynote:

Michal Stehlik, Director of the Museum of Czech Literature

10.00-10.30 Coffee break

Presentation of Ziva Award Winners 2025

150 =100 Moderator: Andreja Rihter, Founder of the Ziva Award
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Ziva Award for Best Slavic Museum 2025:
Tatjana Vlahovi¢, Director of Croatian Natural History Museum, Zagreb,

Croatia

Ziva Award for Best Slavic Heritage Site 2025:
Goran Patchev, NI Institute for Protection of Monuments of Culture and
Museum Ohrid, Ohrid, North Macedonia

11.00-11.30 ZIVA Award 2027 - Coming Next Year in Krk, Croatia

Venue: Bled Festival Hall — Congress Centre, Cesta svobode 11, 4260 Bled

12.00 - 14.00 Marketplace — Promote & Connect

14.00-15.00 Lunch break

Venue: Bled Festival Hall — Congress Centre, Cesta svobode 11, 4260 Bled

19.00 - 21.00 ZIVA 2026 Award Ceremony

Venue: Bled Castle, Grajska cesta 61, 4260 Bled

Organized transfer to Bled Castle

21.30 Gala Dinner
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2026

EXCURSION DAY

Meeting point: In front of the Bled Festival Hall at 9:00 a.m.

Guided tour of Bled: Lakeside promenade, Pr’ Mrako — Homestead and Slavko Oblak Gallery, Bled
Castle.
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Marketplace

The Marketplace is a dedicated networking space within the conference, designed to enable informal
exchange and presentation of participating institutions. All nominated institutions, as well as other
registered participants, will have the opportunity to showcase their work, activities, and selected
materials (such as brochures, catalogues, and objects) in a relaxed and open setting. It will take place
on Friday, 2 October 2026.

Each participating institution will be provided with an individual stand, offering space for informal
presentations, networking, and exchange with other participants, as well as opportunities for future
collaboration.

Further details regarding the setup, technical equipment, and stand arrangements will be
communicated by the local organiser in due course.
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Excursion

We will begin with a walk along the lakeside promenade, enjoying views of Bled Island and Bled
Castle. The route continues through the Spa Park, dedicated to Arnold Rikli, the founder of modern
tourism in Bled, and past the monument to Slovenia’s greatest poet, France PreSeren. We will stop
at Slovenski trg next to the Parish Church of St. Martin, visit the old village centre, and then return
to the starting point.

Transfer to the Pr’ Mrako Homestead and the Slavko Oblak Gallery.

The Pr’ Mrako Homestead is a well-preserved example of 17th-century vernacular architecture and
an important part of the cultural heritage of the village of RecCica. The characteristic design of the
homestead and its surroundings tells the story of the life, work, and values of a prosperous farming
family across generations.

Transfer to Bled Castle.

Bled Castle, which majestically rises on a 130-meter-high cliff above Lake Bled, is the oldest castle
mentioned in written records in Slovenia. It was first referenced in 1011. Over the centuries, the
castle has undergone numerous renovations and expansions.
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Registration and General Information

To participate in the ZIVA Award 2026 programme and ceremony, taking place from 30 September
to 3 October 2026 in Bled, Slovenia, please complete the online registration form.

The registration form is available HERE!

Early Bird registration is available until August 20, 2026.
Final registration deadline is September 20, 2026.

The registration fee includes:

e participation in all official ZIVA Award events,

e ZIVA Award materials: catalogue, programme, promotional video of the award ceremony, and
additional printed materials;

e coffee and lunch breaks throughout the programme,

e welcome reception (September 30) and cocktail dinner (October 1)

e Marketplace participation — a stand at the marketplace (October 2)

e galadinner (October 2),

e full-day guided excursion (October 3).

Registration Fee Structure

A confirmation of the final fee, including all applicable discounts, will be sent to you by email prior
to payment.

1) Registration Fee - Full ZIVA 2026 Programme (30 September-3 October, per

person)
Regular
Early Bird
Categor 21 August — 20 September
gory 10 June — 20 August 2026 g P
2026
Not a nominee EUR 96 EUR 120
Non-FSK Member
ZIVA 2026 Nominee Free * Free *
Not a nominee EUR 48 EUR 60
FSK Member
ZIVA 2026 Nominee Free ** Free **
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* For Non-FSK Members that are this year’s nominees: registration is free for one person. Any
additional participants pay the full fee (with applicable Early Bird discount).

** For FSK member institutions nominated for the ZIVA 2026 Award: registration is free of charge
for two participants. Additional participants receive a 50% discount.

2) Special Registration Fee - Daily Registration (per person)

Participants may choose between full programme registration and single-day registration.

Day 1-10October

Regular
Early Bird
Categor 21 A t—20 Septemb
gory 10 June - 20 August 2026 ugus e
2026
Not a nominee EUR 40 EUR 50
ZIVA 2026 Nominee Free * Free *

Day 2 - 2 October 2026

Regular
Early Bird
Cat 21 A t— 20 Septemb
ategory 10 June — 20 August 2026 ugus eptember
2026
Not a nominee EUR 64 EUR 80
ZIVA 2026 Nominee Free * Free *

*The same nominee and FSK membership conditions apply to daily registrations.

¢ For nominated institutions: registration is free of charge for one participant. Additional
participants pay the standard fee.

e For FSK member institutions not nominated for the Award, a 50% discount applies.

e For FSK member institutions nominated for the ZIVA 2026 Award, registration is free of
charge for two participants. Additional participants receive a 50% discount.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Participants may choose to register for the full programme or for a single-day participation.
1 October - Conference Programme

Registration includes participation in the full conference programme, including the opening of the
ZIVA Award, keynote address, jury presentation, nominee presentations, and networking sessions
throughout the day.

2 October - Conference Programme, Award Ceremony & Gala Dinner

Registration includes participation in the full conference programme, including the Marketplace,
the Award Ceremony and Gala Dinner at Bled Castle.

IMPORTANT NOTES

Full price applies to participants from institutions that are not members of the Forum of Slavic
Cultures (FSK).

e Early Bird rates apply from 10 June to 20 August 2026.

e Regular rates apply from 21 August to 20 September 2026.

e Full price applies to non-FSK member institutions.

e FSK member institutions are entitled to a 50% discount (unless otherwise specified for
nominees).

e ZIVA 2026 nominees benefit from special conditions as outlined above.

For institutions sending multiple representatives, we kindly advise checking the applicable category
carefully, as fees depend on both FSK membership and nomination status.

If you are unsure which fee applies to you, please contact: ziva.hanc@fsk.si

A confirmation of the final fee, including all applicable discounts, will be sent to you by email prior
to payment.

Cancellation policy

To cancel your participation, you must send a written notification to: info@fsk.si

1
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Cancellations received on or before 1 September 2026: 50% refund
Cancellations received after 1 September 2026: No refund

Bank Account for Transferring Participant’s Payment

Please, transfer the payment to the following bank account with the reference: "Ziva Award 2026 —
Bled Fee" and send the copy of the bank transfer receipt to the Forum of Slavic
Cultures to info@fsk.si.

e Bank name: UniCredit Banka Slovenija d.d., Smartinska 140, 1000 Ljubljana, Slovenija.
e Account holder: Mednarodna ustanova Forum slovanskih kultur

e Account holder address: Ulica 27. aprila 47, 1000 Ljubljana

e IBAN: SI56 2900 0005 0604 466

e SWIFT/BIC: BACXSI22

12
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Hotel accommodation

Please note that hotel reservations and payments should be arranged directly by the participants.

Explore accommodation options at: https://www.bled.si/en/accommodation/list-of-
accommodations/

Transportation

Detailed instructions: How to reach us? - Bled, Slovenia

The nearest airport, JoZze Pu¢nik International Airport Ljubljana (Brnik), is located 36 km from
Bled.

How to get to Bled from Joze Pu¢nik International Airport Ljubljana?
There are several transport options available:

- Direct bus services from the airport to Bled https://arriva.si/en/
(stations: Brnik / Ljubljana Airport — Bled)

- Busconnection via Ljubljana https://arriva.si/en/
(stations: Brnik / Ljubljana Airport — Ljubljana AP — Bled)

- Direct shuttle and intercity services http://www.zup-prevozi.eu/;
https://intercity.nomago.eu/ (stations: Ljubljana Joze Pu¢nik Airport — Bled Bus Station)

- Taxi services

- Carrental https://www.fraport-slovenija.si/en/passengers-and-visitors/getting-here/rent-a-

car/

Distances from other major international airports:
Trieste (170 km), Venice (290 km), Zagreb (200 km), Klagenfurt (80 km), Salzburg (230 km), Vienna
(380 km), Budapest (500 km).

How to get to Bled from other airports?
Bled can also be reached from neighbouring international airports by:

13
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- Train https://www.slo-zeleznice.si/en/passenger-transport/travelling-abroad,
https://www.bahn.com/en/view/index.shtml

- Bus https://intercity.nomago.si/

- Private transfer services https://www.goopti.com/en/

Contact

International Foundation — Forum of Slavic Cultures
e-mail: info@fsk.si/ ziva.hanc@fsk.si; mobile: +386 40 835 775/ +386 30 391 930

Organizers:
International Foundation Forum of Slavic Cultures (FSK)
Bled Culture Institute
Municipality of Bled

The financial award for the winning museum is provided by the Ministry of Culture of the
Republic of Serbia.
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